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estimated to irrigate 19 square miles, and actually supplies about 2 square miles. The Ekruk lake, the largest artificial lake in the Bombay Presidency, lies 5 miles north-east of Sholapur city. The lake is 60 feet deep when full, and holds 3,310,000,000 cubic feet of water. It supplies 4 and commands 26 square miles. The Mhasvad tank in Satara District, recently constructed by throwing a dam across the Man river, supplies 7 square miles of land with water, and could irrigate 38 square miles. The capital outlay on these tanks has been (1903-4): Mhasvad 21 lakhs, Ekruk 13, Koregaon f, and Ashti 8 lakhs. There are 24,629 wells in the District, with an average depth of 15 to 40 feet, of which 20,865 are used for irrigation.
The dry, shallow soil of the uplands of Sholapur is ill-suited for trees. The District now possesses 219 square miles of 'reserved' land under the Forest department. The fodder reserves and pasture land in charge of the Revenue department amount to 58 square miles. There are no 'protected' forests. The forest area is much scattered. It may be roughly divided into two tracts: on the hills between Barsi and the Nizam's territories in the extreme north-east, and on the hills to the south of Malsiras and Sangola in the extreme south-west. Before December, 1871, when forest conservancy was introduced, Sholapur was extremely bare of trees and brushwood. In the whole of the forest area, no timber-cutting rights are admitted to exist. The forest lands are of two classes: scrub forest and babul meadows. The scrub forest is found on the hills, and babul meadows occur all over the District.
Forest receipts are comparatively small, being only Rs. 18,000 in 1903-4. About nineteen-twentieths of the Reserves are yearly leased for grazing; the remainder are leased yearly for grass-cutting, and in these tree plantations are formed. The timber of the babul and the nim are used for fuel, and also for making beams, posts, doors, carts, ploughs, and other implements. The bark of the babul and of the tarvad (Cassia auriculatd) is used for tanning, and the pods as well as the flowers of the palas (Butea frondosd) for dyeing. The bark of the apta is made into ropes. The forests are in charge of an Extra-Assistant Conservator.
Except trap or basalt used as building stone and for road-metal, and nodular limestone used in cement, Sholapur has no mineral products.
The chief industries are spinning, weaving, and dyeing. Silks and the finer sorts of cotton cloth, such as dhotis and women's saris, prepared in Sholapur, bear a good name. Blankets are also woven in large numbers. Besides hand-loom weaving, 3 cotton-mills, with 144,520 spindles and 528 looms, have been established, which give employment to
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